


He also supplied cuttings —in 1962 his list ran to 40 named varieties, rooted
cuttings were available in the spring for 1/- each or 10/- for a dozen, post-paid.

There is also a photo of the display with which he won 1st prize at the Royal
Welsh Show. George is the man to the rear of the inset photograph.
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Building Bridges

Kate Elliott

What a wonderful start to 2025 we
are having here at Columbine Hall
with the completion of our new
bridge. We have had a brick bridge
built across our moat replacing the
causeway that was there. Made
from old looking Tudor bricks the
moat now flows underneath our
new bridge making Columbine we
hope even more romantic.

It really is quite something and
what superb craftsmanship has
gone into building it. It has been utterly fascinating and so exciting to watch it
being built and now we can’t imagine Columbine without it.

What was especially fascinating to watch was the process of building the two brick
semicircular archways. Starting from the base they constructed wooden arches as
a guide that also supported the bricks as they built. Once they finished the arches,
they carefully removed the wooden supports revealing the new brick archways.

Now complete we haven’t been able to resist walking and driving over and over
the bridge from pure excitement! We can’t wait to row underneath it in our little
green rowing boat and to play Pooh sticks from the top. And of course, think of
all the planting opportunities we now have.

And we're not stopping there! We've built a bridge and now we're creating a
new walled garden too! By taking the roof off one of our old farm buildings and
keeping the walls we are making an Italianate style walled garden with soft,
romantic planting. | can see the garden in my mind'’s eye. There are roses blooming
freely in every shade of pink and white — a rosy heaven. The walls festooned with
roses, jasmine, figs and grapevines. The beds billowing with exuberant planting
with pencil cypresses and in terracotta pots grow lemon and olive trees. The
whole garden brimming with beauty and a sensual delight. Well — that's the plan.

And you can come and see all of this — our new bridge and the progress of our new
walled garden on our big open garden day on Sunday April 27th 12-5pm all in
aid of St. Elizabeth Hospice. There'll be plants for sale, crafts and homemade teas
and cakes. Under 16's free. Dogs on leads welcome. It will be lovely to see you.

Watch progress on the walled Garden via Kate’s Facebook and Instagram:

kateelliottcolumbinehall
\



Profile: Nigel Last

| was born in Suffolk and moved back at the
end of 2023 to live in Redgrave near Diss.
After studying Applied Microbiology and
Crop Protection, | began work in agriculture
and have moved around England (this is
house/garden #7) but a home-based job has
allowed me to return to my roots.

| have always enjoyed gardening and
creating my own collections of plants. I'm
very much looking forward to renovating
my new garden which had become rather
overgrown having waited a year to see
what appeared through the seasons. I've
managed to exclude the deer but am now
doing battle with the moles!

When not gardening, | enjoy travel, nature, walking, photography and cooking.
| was introduced to Plant Heritage by John Humphreys, a long-time work
colleague, who persuaded me to take over the secretary/membership role from
him when he moved away. | enjoy being involved and look forward to meeting
you at PH events in the future.

A Useful Addition

When my husband gave me these,

| was sceptical; | am wedded to my
Felco secateurs and thought | did not
need an alternative.

| was wrong. These are very sharp and
very small and can get into places
where secateurs cannot fit. | have
found them ideal for dead heading,
particularly short stemmed flowers like cosmos, for cutting salad leaves,
cutting dahlias, harvesting cucumbers and courgettes as well as for light
pruning of grasses or small twigs.

Obviously now what | need is a larger tool belt to include these, my secateurs

and my trusty knife!
Y



Notes from our Speakers

In October we had a visit from Steve Edney
and his partner Louise Dowle from the No
Name Nursery near Sandwich in Kent. Steve
was head gardener at the Salutation in
Sandwich for a number of years and Louise
also worked there. They began the nursery
on a 3-acre site in 2019, gradually building
it up in an area that, like Suffolk, is one of
the driest in the country. Between them they
hold four National Collections and Steve is
involved with RHS plant trials.

Steve suggested that what they grew were
similar to old fashioned cottage garden
plants, such as Nepeta and Phlomis Edward Bowles. Berkelya purpurea he said
was “aster with attitude” with large thistle like leaves but asters with small flowers
and leaves also do well in dry conditions. Serratula tinctoria, a knapweed, is late
flowering and has valuable seedheads. Vernonia lettermanii is a plant for the
back of the border with small leaves and useful seedheads. Bapitisia is a prairie
plant with good seedheads that Steve reckons is better than lupins.

One of Steve's collections is of purple leaved dahlias, which he said did not grow
so large in dry conditions. Lychnis coronaria Gardeners Worlds (rose campion) is
a short-lived perennial that is good for a sunny border, and does not self-seed.
Hardy Geraniums are valuable and varieties like psilostemon like dry conditions,
geranium Anne Thomson is a more compact variety.

Erodiums come from rocky or chalky habitats and do well in dry sunny spots —
Erodium manescavii has a small root but soon spreads and is also good trailing
over pots. Steve said that plants that do not drop their nectar if it is very dry are
especially helpful for bees, such as Centaurea.

Steve is also a fan of crambe cordifolia, which you can use at the back

of a border as a climbing frame once its flowers have gone over. He also
recommended Kniphofia rufa, Rudbeckia deamii and Argyranthemum Jamaica
Primrose, with honourable mentions for Eryngiums, Asphodel, Hemerocallis,
Thermoposis and Verbena officinalis.

Steve was adamant that you do not need to water in plants when you plant
them, or water them to get them established — they are drought tolerant!

At the end there was a good queue of people wanting to buy some of the plants
Steve and Louise had brought with them and photos taken of the plant list that

they had on display.
Y



In September Derry Watkins, a
famous plantsperson, lecturer and
specialist plant seller delighted a
packed house at Wetherden with
her description of how wonderful
gravel gardening can be even on
heavy clay. She described how she
and her husband set up their new
garden not many miles from where
they were before in the near Bath
and illuminated the talk with over
80 photos of more unusual plants.

However, their new garden was yellow clay and the previous garden Cotswold
brash so they needed to think long and hard about how they were going to
establish the garden on ground that was choked with thistles, docks and other
indigenous weeds. Not only that it was on a slope. The outcome is glorious and
you can visit the garden on Tuesdays. Derry also runs courses where her zeal,
passion and plantaholic nature shine through.

After our AGM in November Helen Chen, one of our collection holders, spoke
about Asian Woodlands Plants, which left us all wondering how we could fit
some of them into our own gardens.

In January we had a very comprehensive
introduction to irises from Luci Skinner.
The Iris genus includes Dierama,
Crocosmia, Sisyrhincium, gladiolus and
crocus, and irises are divided into bulbous
or rhizomatous species.

She described the various parts of the
flowers, the way that bearded irises had
developed over years of breeding, and
gave us care tips.

She finished by saying that you can have
irises in flower every month of the year and gave us a display of different species
to illustrate this. Fortunately, | do not need to go into too much detail as Luci has
promised us an article on this topic in our next issue.

Y



Plants to look out for

Searching the sales tables and plant fairs

Matt Tanton Brown

These are a of a few of the plants that we have been propagating over the past
months that we hope will be ready for sale at some point over the next year.

Campanula latifolia ‘Brantwood’

This gorgeous Campanula is a must for anyone who
likes tall clump forming perennials. It grows up to
75-100cm in height and makes a good solid clump
in a border within a year or two. Unlike many of the
latifolia group this cultivar holds its lavender-blue
flowers more horizontally, rather than having them
hanging down. These flowers are narrower than the
species and darker in colour. Still a rarity, there are
only 2 suppliers named in the Plant Finder.

| was lucky enough to buy it some 15 years ago and it has performed every year
without many problems, occasionally it will get blackfly, but a spray of soft soap
soon removes these.

It is named after John Ruskin's Garden which you can find on the banks of Lake
Coniston in the Lake District. It's a mainly woodland garden which is gradually
being restored by the preservation trust that owns the house (The Brantwood
Trust). If | remember rightly, he was one of the first advocates for using terracing
to grow plants on steep inclines. This can be seen at Brantwood in the 'Zig-
Zaggy' which is a garden based on Dante’s Divine Comedy. Each terrace is
designed to represent one of the seven deadly sins. If you like art, historic
houses, wild gardens and stunning views it's well worth a visit, we loved it when
we went a few years ago.

Penstemon ‘Connie’s Pink’

A tall very upright Penstemon has an Award of Garden
Merit (AGM). Bred in Suffolk by Ivan Dickins, | think.
Semi-evergreen and up to 1.2 m in height, spreads

to roughly 60-90cm. Erect flower spikes which are
covered in bright rose-pink flowers through the
summer. The flowers can be up to 3cm in length and
are striped deep red with a white throat. Will tolerate
any soil as long as it is fertile and moisture retentive.
At present there are no suppliers listed in the Plant

Finder for this gem of a plant.
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Polypodium x mantoniae ‘Cornubiense’

A beautiful evergreen fern which has creeping
rhizomes great for ground cover in moist but well
drained soils. Will tolerate sun or partial shade in
any aspect. The broad ovate, bipinnatifid fronds
often have lobed segments.

Very hardy and will tolerate dry shade but it must
be watered regularly in its first season to get it
acclimatised. For such a tough and reliable fern
there are only 8 suppliers in the Plant Finder. Kindly
donated to our propagation team by Kate Adams.

Chrysanthemum ‘Dr Tom Parr’

A lovely semi-pompon flowered perennial which
has reddish-pink clusters of flowers (3cm across)
from early to mid-autumn. | have had this in the
garden at home for the past few years and it
performs well, reaching a height of 60cm plus. It
does need some support as it can produce many
flowers which can add weight to the stems.

| find the plant forms a good dense clump and
often has evergreen basal shoots through the
winter, does best in good fertile soil which is well
drained but moisture retentive in full sun. A sheltered spot helps reduce stem
damage by wind. When | first bought it there were 5 suppliers in the Plant Finder
but alas now there are only 3! A really good cut flower for the house too!

Scilla mischtschenkoana

This little beauty the Misczenko Squill is a
bulbous perennial with strap shaped leaves
and starry pale blue flowers in spring. Grows
to a height of 15cm and is ideal for well
drained sites in full sun or part shade. Looks
good in gravel gardens, alpine and rock
gardens or in a pot on your patio table.

Ther are only 4 nurseries named in the Plant
Finder for this pretty bulb. Kindly donated to
our propagation team by Sally, Imogen and

Matthew Long (Riverside Bulbs).
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Propogation Report

We have enjoyed 3 propagation days since our last report involving many regular
"propagators’ but also welcoming many new faces and its good to report that the
group is thriving. We must extend thanks to Fullers Mill Garden for making their
prop shed available to us and also providing a standout area for plants growing on
throughout the year. The venue only holds 10 people at a time but we have been
able to run both morning and afternoon sessions meaning everyone wanting to
come has been able to do so.

In March the focus was on sowing seeds, dividing perennials and taking basal
cuttings. In July on more seeds, soft-tip and semi-ripe cuttings, pricking out and
potting on, and in November again on divisions, sowing of perennials, tree and
shrub seeds, plus hardwood cuttings of roses and shrubs. We also experimented
with last-minute optimistic softwood cuttings which have done well in a heated
propagator and are growing on strongly.

Once again Matt Tanton Brown has been manically sowing and taking cuttings
throughout the year and his efforts combined with those of the group have
resulted in many beautiful plants on offer at Helmingham. A huge thanks to all.

Prop sessions will be kicking off again soon for 2025 — details to be announced
soon. Do come along if you are interested and haven't yet done so; the sessions
are fun and informative and we all learn from one another.

Plants of Distinction — Member Offer

Plants of Distinction is a local family-run seed company based at Framsden
near Stowmarket. Members of Suffolk Plant Heritage can order seeds from
them at a 30% discount on the catalogue price. Catalogues can be obtained
by calling the Order Hotline and Customer Service No. 01449 721720. Seed
orders can be posted using the order form in the catalogue and applying

a 30% discount to the seed price, but the postage and packing cost is not
discounted. The website has a greater selection of seeds than can be found
in the catalogue together with a selection of bulbs and plants.

The discount code shown below must be written on the order. Orders may
be placed on the hotline number shown above and again the discount code
must be quoted when placing the order. If you place your order via their
website www.plantsofdistinction.co.uk and enter the discount code the
discount will be applied automatically.

The discount code, for seeds only, is SPH30 and can be used until 31/7/2025
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Missing Collections 2025

Gill Beardsworth

Argyranthemum Often grown in pots, their large daisy shaped flowers add
bursts of colour from late spring to the first frosts. Their long blooming season
attracts a range of pollinators too, including honeybees.

Caryopteris Best in a sunny border or gravel garden with free-draining soil,
these fluffy blue-purple flowers are striking in late summer and early autumn,
providing late-season nectar for butterflies and bees.

Clethra Also known as Summersweet, these fragrant flowers and their nectar attract
a wide variety of butterflies and songbirds in the summer, and seeds in winter.

Erysimum Commonly known as wallflowers, are spring to summer-flowering
plants that provide vibrant displays of colour. Many varieties are hardy perennials
and have attractive evergreen foliage, adding structure and aesthetic value to
the garden even after the flowers have faded.

Gaillardia Known as Blanket Flowers for their masses of richly coloured, daisy-
like flowers in vivid shades of red, yellow and orange. Perfect for a wildlife
garden, they bloom from late spring to early autumn and appeal to butterflies,
bees, beetles and birds for their seeds.

Ligularia Another daisy-like flower. Imposing herbaceous perennials, ideal in boggy
areas and alongside water features. Cater well for butterflies, bees and hoverflies.

Lysimachia Related to Primula and Lythrum, they thrive in full sun if the soil
remains moist. They form upright dense spikes with yellow or white flowers, and
their pollen and nectar attracts many species. Some types also produce floral oils
which attract loosestrife bees.

Osteospermum Also known as Cape Daisy or African Daisy. Long-lasting colourful
flowers, beautiful from summer to autumn. Another favourite with pollinators.

Potentilla (herbaceous) This huge but recognisable genus flowers from late
spring through to autumn. It's a favourite of many pollinators and is one of the
known food sources for the larvae of the rare grizzled skipper butterfly.

Verbascum With their distinctive, upright spires of flowers, these pretty
perennials (or biennials) — which come in white, yellow, orange, blue or purple —
are great for bees, hoverflies and moths.

Are you thinking of starting a National Collection of your own?
Plant Heritage supports over 700 National Plant Collections in the UK.
The following are no longer held in collections and are in danger of being lost.
For more information visit plantheritage.org.uk and search under

‘Missing Collections Campaign 2025’




Plant Centre, Garden & Café

Stocked with an extensive range of plants for all gardens from trees and
shrubs, including fruit to climbers, roses, herbaceous, ferns, grasses,
alpines and herbs. Garden sundries, pots, compost and gifts.

Garden open March-September
Groups welcome and guided tours available.
Plant Centre and café open daily all year 10am — 5pm

The Place for Plants, East Bergholt Place, Suffolk CO7 6UP
Tel: 01206 299224 E-mail: sales@placeforplants.co.uk
www.placeforplants.co.uk

Interesting and unusual

‘OOttenS plants
of WENHASTON *Perennials *Shrubs *Herbs
The Plantsmans Nurser *Seasonal plants *Trees

Visit our nurseries

Specialists in Pelargonium, Iris, & Auricula Ro ugham Hall
NURSERIES

Rougham, Bury St Edmunds IP30 9LZ

A selection of Herbaceous Perennials available on the nursery

Open March - October

Wednesday — Saturday 10am — 4pm alsoat RHN Plant Centre
Colethorpe Lane, Barrow IP29 5BG
Plant Heritage National Collections Holder 01359 270577
of Scented Leaf & Species Pelargoniums
Tel 01502478258 Email info@woottensplants.co.uk call for Opening hours

www.woottensplants.com

To advertise in Suffolk Plant Heritage Journal
Quarter page Black & White £20 / Colour £25
Half page Black & White £40 / Colour £50
Full page Black & White £60 / Colour £75

Please contact Rosie Ansell rosieansell@aol.com
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